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ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 10-14 ISO-OO SCSE-00 SCA-01 SY-05 
A-01 OPR-02 OC-06 CCO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 USIE-00 
INRE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 DHA-02 
MCT-01 /096W 

171543Z 115158/44 

O 171500Z JUN77 
FM AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 0082 
INFO AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE PYRY 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA IMMEDIATE 
USMISSION USUN NY IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS GABORONE 1355 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CGEN, PINS, PFOR, BC, RH 

SUB J : SECOND REPORTED INCIDENT INVOLING RHODESIAN SECURITY 
FORCES ON BOTZAM ROAD 

REF: (A) GABORONE 1340, (B) GABORONE 1349 

1 . AT CLOSE OF BUSINESS JUNE 17, OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT ISSUED 
A PRESS STATEMENT REPORTING SECOND INCIDENT ON BOTZAM ROAD 
INVOLVING RHODESIAN SECURITY FORCES. THERE FOLLOWS TEXT OF 
STATEMENT: 

QUOTE: THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT ANNOUNCED THAT AT 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 GABORO 01355 171527Z 

ABOUT 4:00 P.M. ON 14 JUNE 1977, FIVE ARMED WHITE RHODESIAN 
SOLDIERS DRESSED IN CAMOFLAGE UNIFORM ATTEMPTED TO STOP A 
MOTORIST ON THE NATA-KAZUNGULA ROAD 10 KILOMETERS NORTH OF 
PANDAMATENGA. ON EITHER SIDE OF THE ROAD STOOD TWO SOLDIERS 
WHILST THE FIFTH MAN STOOD IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ROAD 
WAVING DOWN THE VEHICLE TO STOP. ON REALISING THAT THE 
MEN WERE ARMED, THE MOTORIST SLOWED DOWN TO GIVE THE 
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IMPRESSION THAT HE WAS COMPLYING WITH THE ORDER, BUT 
THEN SUDDENLY AND RATHER UNEXPECTEDLY ACCELERATED AND 
ESCAPED. 

IT IS SIGNIFICANT THAT THIS INCIDENT OCCURRED ONLY 
A DAY AFTER ANOTHER GANG OF SMITH'S TERRORISTS HAD ROB 
BED THREE AMERICANS OF SUBSTANTIAL SUMS OF MONEY AND 
OTHER PERSONAL BELONGINGS IN THAT AREA AT ABOUT THE SAME 
TIME OF THE DAY. THE REBEL FORCES ARE OBVIOUSLY ENGAGED 
IN A CAMPAIGN OF TERROR AGAINST INNOCENT TRAVELLERS WITH 
IN BOTSWANA. AS IT IS CLEAR THAT THESE VIOLATIONS OF 
OUR TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY ARE ON THE INCREASE, APPROPRI- 
ATE ACTION HAS BEEN TAKEN TO DEAL WITH THIS NEW 
WAVE OF TERRORISM. UNQUOTE. 

2. EMBASSY WILL REPORT ON FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS AS 
WARRANTED.HOOVER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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